
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor and Members of City Council: 

As a group of interested neighbors and community members, we set out at this spring to bring to life the 

idea of an Oakley Farmers Market.  Our mix of people united a community effort to accomplish the 

following goals: 

 Offered solution to food deserts and food security issues in our neighborhood. 

 Provided a place for neighbors to interact, share information, and get to know one another.  The 

farmers market has served alongside our community garden as a space for our community to 

have meaningful interaction. 

 Bolstered our local economy by allowing money to stay closer to Oakley and to provide 

entrepreneurs with an opportunity and a space to test out their ideas and products. 

We feel that our efforts have been successful in that we took a group of dedicated volunteers and 

produced a farmers market.  The synergies and skills that were brought to the table were amazing and 

the end result of the market has in many ways exceeded our expectations. 

The mission of having a market in the Oakley neighborhood is particularly important because, Oakley 

has been identified as a food desert by the US Department of Agriculture 

(http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-desert-locator/go-to-the-locator.aspx).  The map below 

shows the location of the Oakley food desert (the neighborhood in its entirety) along with a carrot which 

shows the location of our market (607 Fairview Road). 

 

http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-desert-locator/go-to-the-locator.aspx


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are slowly making progress through a number of goals as we work to understand the mechanics of 

running a market and the opportunities that are available to us.  Our currently identified goals include: 

 Allowing for the use of SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program ) benefits to assist in 

combating the effects of food deserts and ensuring equitable food access to those of lower 

income (at this time over 70% of Oakley Elementary attendees are eligible for free and reduced 

lunch). 

 Providing access to fresh, healthy foods for all residents of Oakley. 

 Preserving community agriculture heritage and ensuring that local food knowledge (such as 

canning and preserving) is shared throughout our community. 

 Offering local farmers and artisans an opportunity to sell their products at a hyper-local level 

and to generate lasting relationships with their customer base. 

 Building our community on a positive foundation where we identify and implement solutions to 

issues (the farmers market can serve as both an example and a cornerstone of this philosophy). 

As we move into planning mode for the next year, we wanted to highlight the impediments and barriers 

that we encountered this season (along with suggested policy changes) that would allow our market 

(and other similar efforts to be successful). 

 Permitting – Permitting the market is costly and time consuming.  While we understand the 

need for such a process, we would like to see an expedited renewal process and lower 

permitting fees.  The permitting fees represent at least 20% of our expected revenue stream.  If 

markets are maintaining the same structure/setup, the permit process should be streamlined or 

the permit should automatically carry over to each new season. 

 Prepared Food – Our market encountered considerable difficulty in being able to offer  

prepared food to our customers, an element that we feel would increase the convenience of the 

market considerably.  There are elements of contradiction between the Buncombe County 

Health Department Code (which requires the use of a mobile kitchen) and the City Zoning 

Ordinances (which bans food trucks in residential zoning).  We would like to see provisions 

offered that would make exceptions for community festivals and farmers markets. 

 Partnerships – We believe that farmers markets are an integral part of a number of community 

and economic solutions.  In this vein, we would advocate that the City develop mechanisms to 

actively partner with its markets with partnerships such as that currently offered to City Market.  

Advertising is our largest expense category and we feel that are opportunities to use existing 

City information networks and channels to let people know that there are markets happening 

within their neighborhood.  Such partnerships would be extremely low-cost given that the city 

already has the infrastructure in place and it would highlight the City’s commitment to locally 

addressing food security issues. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to working with City Council as we continue to operate the Oakley Farmers Market, 

and we would welcome any opportunity to discuss these matters further.  The group of people that 

have united for this cause are committed to the ideal that communities are the solutions to community 

problems and we hope that our efforts can spawn a momentum across the city.  We also hope that 

Council and the newly formed Neighborhood Advisory Council will recognize that for us, the 

market represents a new paradigm for neighborhood organization where we can center our efforts 

around an activity and an energy rather than focusing on problems and becoming encumbered by the 

bureaucracy of a more formalized neighborhood entity. 

Thank you for your time.  Please feel free to reach out to us with any questions, comments, and 

concerns. 

Sincerely, 

The Oakley Farmers Market Team 


